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On March 6 in Geneva, the 43 member-nation UN Human Rights Commission approved a
resolution condemning Guatemala's abysmal human rights performance in 1990. The commission
noted that the high incidence of assassination, illegal arrest, torture, disappearance, assault
and battery, attempted murder, and death threats led to a climate of intimidation and terror
in Guatemala. The resolution listed several recommendations to President Jorge Serrano's
government, including reinforcement of measures to guarantee respect for human rights,
investigation of human rights abuses, and prosecution of persons responsible for violence and
terror; redoubled efforts to ensure that Guatemalans' basic rights are protected; and, strengthening
policies and programs related to the status of the nation's indigenous populations. On March 7,
the United Representation of the Guatemalan Opposition (RUOG) rejected the Commission's
resolution. According to RUOG, the international community had not only failed to acknowledge
serious human rights abuses in Guatemala by refusing to approve the appointment of a special
UN observer to Guatemala, it also failed fallen to demand an effective response from the Serrano
government. (Basic data from EFE, 03/06/91, 03/07/91)
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